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Romans 6-8: Belonging to Another
Question:
If God always forgives us because of Jesus’ death (the atonement for our
sins), what motivation(s) do we have to change the way we live?
Translation/Paraphrase: “The Message”
LIFE IN A NEW COUNTRY ROMANS 6 1-5
So what do we do? Keep on sinning so God can keep on forgiving?
I should hope not! If we’ve left the country where sin is sovereign, how can we
still live in our old house there? Or didn’t you realize we packed up and left
there for good? That is what happened in baptism. When we went under the
water, we left the old country of sin behind; when we came up out of the
water, we entered into the new country of grace—a new life in a new land!
That’s what baptism into the life of Jesus means. When we are lowered into the
water, it is like the burial of Jesus; when we are raised up out of the water, it is
like the resurrection of Jesus. Each of us is raised into a light-filled world by our
Father so that we can see where we’re going in our new grace-sovereign country.
LIFE WITH A NEW CONCLUSION (or Climax) ROMANS 6 20-23
As long as you did what you felt like doing, ignoring God, you didn’t have to
bother with right thinking or right living, or right anything for that matter.
But do you call that a free life? What did you get out of it? Nothing you’re
proud of now. Where did it get you? A dead end.
But now that you’ve found you don’t have to listen to sin tell you what to do,
and have discovered the delight of listening to God telling you, what a surprise!
A whole, healed, put-together life right now, with more and more of life on the
way! Work hard for sin your whole life and your pension is death.
But God’s gift is real life, eternal life, delivered by Jesus, our Master.
LIFE UNDER A NEW CONTRACT (or Covenant) ROMANS 7 1-6
You shouldn’t have any trouble understanding this, friends, for you know all the
ins and outs of the law—how it works and how its power touches only the
living.
For instance, a wife is legally tied to her husband while he lives, but if he dies,
she’s free. If she lives with another man while her husband is living, she’s
obviously an adulteress. But if he dies, she is quite free to marry another man in
good conscience, with no one’s disapproval.
So, my friends, this is something like what has taken place with you.

When Christ died he took that entire rule-dominated way of life down with him
and left it in the tomb, leaving you free to “marry” a resurrection life and bear
“offspring” of faith for God.
For as long as we lived that old way of life, doing whatever we felt we could get
away with, sin was calling most of the shots as the old law code hemmed us in.
And this made us all the more rebellious. In the end, all we had to show for it
was miscarriages and stillbirths. But now that we’re no longer shackled to that
domineering mate of sin, and out from under all those oppressive regulations
and fine print, we’re free to live a new life in the freedom of God.
Translation: New Revised Standard Version
Romans 6
1
What then are we to say? Should we continue in sin in order that grace may
abound? 2 By no means! How can we who died to sin go on living in it?
3
Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus
were baptized into his death?
4
Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that,
just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father,
we too might walk in newness of life.
5
For if we have been united with him in a death like his,
we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his.
20
When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness.
21
So what advantage did you then get from the things of which you now are ashamed?
The end of those things is death.
22
But now that you have been freed from sin and enslaved to God,
the advantage you get is sanctification. The end is eternal life.
23
For the wages of sin is death,
-- but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Romans 7
Do you not know, brothers and sisters [for I am speaking to those who know the law] —
that the law is binding on a person only during that person’s lifetime?
2
Thus a married woman is bound by the law to her husband as long as he lives;
-- but if her husband dies, she is discharged from the law concerning the husband.
3
Accordingly, she will be called an adulteress if she lives with another man while her
husband is alive. But if her husband dies, she is free from that law, and if she marries
another man, she is not an adulteress.
4
In the same way, my friends, you have died to the law (through the body of Christ),
so that you may belong to another, to him who has been raised from the dead
in order that we may bear fruit for God.
5
While we were living in the flesh, our sinful passions, aroused by the law,
were at work in our members to bear fruit for death.
6
But now we are discharged from the law, dead to that which held us captive,
so that we are slaves not under the old written code but in the new life of the Spirit.

