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NATIONAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

NPC is leading people to become faithful

followers of Jesus Christ together in God’s world.



As I write these words ,  we are well into 2020 ,  and the presence of the COVID-19 virus has

changed the way we carry out Christ ’s ministry ,  but not the ministry itself .  The Scripture tells us that

"God was in Christ reconciling the world to himself, and entrusting to us the ministry of
reconciliation" (2 Corinthians 5 :19) . True now .  True throughout 2019 .  

In recent years the numbers of worshipers viewing online began to increase significantly .  Little 

did we know that our investment in audio and streaming equipment would become so important in

2020 as we “livestream” the good news of Jesus ’  reconciling work of salvation to you ,  and to many

others around the world .  Whether in person or online ,  worship through the first half of 2019 focused

on the broad story of the Bible (with the help of “The Story , ”  an abridged edition of the Bible) . In the

fall ,  we began a year-long study called “Following Jesus,” focused on Luke ’s account of Jesus ’  life and

ministry .  Remember that it ’s only in Luke ’s account that we read the wonderful stories of

reconciliation that we call the Parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10) ,  and the Parable of the

Prodigal Son (Luke 15) . 

Livestreaming is especially enhanced by the natural beauty and magnificence of our sanctuary ,

which is one of many gifts entrusted to our care .  In 2019 we took great steps forward to preserve this

gift for generations to come .  For many ,  the year will be remembered as the year of the scaffolding ,  as

the exterior of our 50 year-old building was lovingly cleaned and restored after the wear and tear of

years ,  and the damage caused by the 2011 DC earthquake .  It was also the year when behind the

scenes ,  architects began turning the dreams created by our Facilities Master Plan into concrete plans

that would facilitate the ministry of reconciliation in the days ahead .  The 2019 work of Facilities

Director Diane Stewart ,  along with our Facilities Council and Capital Project Steering Committee was

remarkable .  

Of course ,  the ministry of reconciliation involves not only the concrete places of a “holy space”

dedicated for God ’s work (more than ever ,  our homes have now also become part of NPC ’s “holy

spaces”) ,  but the concrete gifts of God ’s people .  In 2019 ,  your generosity not only enabled the

ministry to move forward “at home , ”  but ,  as we shared our blessings (almost a quarter million dollars

of capital campaign funds) with refugee families in the Middle East and Africa ,  as well as with

vulnerable families in our own city .  

What a privilege to share in leadership at National in 2019 with remarkable members of Session ,

Deacons ,  committees ,  small group leaders ,  and staff – all eager to model and spread the good news

of Christ ’s reconciling work with you and with many in Christ ’s world .  And how exciting to look to the

future and think of what God will continue to do in and through National in 2020 and the years

ahead .  

Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ, 

So glad to be your pastor, 
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"Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving
one another, as God in Christ has forgiven you."
Ephesians 4:32



572 first-time visitors

173 Bibles 430 Guest W elcome Packets 

1,650+ personal emails and calls



In September 2019 ,  National hosted Neigh bor D ay ,

a festive church gathering and community

outreach event .  The whole congregation and the

neighborhood were invited to enjoy a delicious

lunch from food trucks ,  and bring food for

neighbors in need .  Thanks to coordinated efforts 

by the Connections and Serve ministries ,  National

found a new way to live out its calling to "love the
Lord your God with all your heart, and with all
your soul, and with all your mind. . . .  and love your
neighbor as yourself." (Matthew 22 :37-39)

“Now you are the body of Christ and

individually members of it."

1 Corinthians 12:27

"Planning for the food trucks was like running a

precision military operation .  Measurements of the

trucks ,  to-scale drawings ,  a backup rain plan ,  pre-

counted food tickets ,  detailed volunteer roles ,  and

a system for parking the trucks as they arrived all

made for a smooth setup . . .  This was all masterfully

orchestrated by a huge team of leaders and

volunteers .  It was a thrill to be part of the

implementation team and to see so many people

enjoying the fruits of Neighbor Day . "  - Scott Jung

“The community gave more than we could have

possibly imagined !  The team organizing and

packing it all was so sweaty ,  but so amazed .

Martha ’s Table couldn ’t believe that one gathering

could fill an entire McKenna ’s Wagon van with

food ,  and the UDC food pantry in Cleveland Park

was immensely blessed . " 

- John Turpin, Serve Ministry
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CAPITAL  CAMPAIGN

Our Youth House renovation was completed

in 2019, the first on-site project funded by the

Capital Campaign.

AS OF 

DEC. 31, 2019

523 households

have made a

commitment or

gift to the Capital

Campaign

“The renovation has created more open spaces in the youth
house, making the layout feel welcoming and inclusive. The
furniture additions are comfortable, inviting, and easy to clean!"
- Kristin Franke, NPC Youth Ministry

Improvements included reconfiguring the main level

to be fully ADA accessible ,  renovating bathrooms on

both levels ,  adding a kitchenette on the upper level ,

and AV/IT upgrades .  The fabulous new furniture was

the final touch that made the space bright ,  fun ,  and

welcoming for NPC ’s Youth .  All of this was made

possible by the incredible generosity of those who

gave and continue to give to the Capital Campaign .
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$7.3 million has

been given, and

$14.6 million has

been committed to

Building Together

for the Next 50

Years



church  and tower  stone restoration

project

73,500+ ft 2

8 mi 
72 ft3



DEMONSTRATING  GOD 'S  LOVE
Th e Care Coun cil  began the year with a focus on developing clear strategies for

mobilizing all care ministries and church members to actively care for family and

friends of NPC .  Their objective :  “Celebrate and reinforce a caring culture and

mindset through NPC’s services, programs, training and activities.”

THE HANDS AND FEET OF CHRIST

As active followers of Jesus Christ ,  regional teams

of D eacon s  served in conjunction with the Pastor

for Care Ministries to demonstrate love to

members and friends through circles of care .  

The Deacons focused on providing care for those

in need and maintaining contact with those who

may not have been able to attend church in

person .  

Other highlights of the Deacons '  year included

inviting previously serving Deacons to join in

providing care ,  and creating an Online Region for

NPC 's virtual community .

STEPHEN MINISTERS

PROVIDED  1-ON-1 CARE

FOR 15 PEOPLE

The Care Ministry led the 2019 Lenten Vespers

under the theme of “Jesus Cares.”  

“Cast all your anxiety on him, 
because he cares for you.” (I Peter 5:7)

Fall 2019 began "A Year of Prayer” 

in which a weekly prayer is written by

NPC members and staff, and shared

with the church family. 
Pray without ceasing ... give thanks 
in all circumstances; for this is the 
will of God in Christ Jesus for you.
(Thessalonians 5:17-18)
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Military Min istry

 
- Director, Warrior Canine Connection



Learn to do good; seek justice, 
rescue the oppressed, defend the orphan, 

plead for the widow. - 

2019 was an  especially im pactful year for NP C m ission

partners near and far...



On May 18 ,  2019 ,  National

hosted its annual Great D ay

of Service. Members ,  friends

and families participated in a

day of service in and around

the District .  Projects

included packing meal kits ,

reading ,  crafts ,  building a

home ,  and more . . .  but all

reflected NPC 's dedication to

community involvement and

generosity .

$20,888 given to the Salvation Army from a special collection
for hurricane relief in the Bahamas

$13,441 raised for One Great Hour of Sharing
This included:

$62,180 distributed through Mission Gifts for Christmas, and
$250,000 from our commitment to capital campaign mission
partners in DC and in refugee communities abroad.

5,900 sandwiches

National fed those in

need in our community

with               

from monthly sandwich

making, monthly food

prep for Martha’s Table,

lasagna at Thanksgiving,

and staffing pop-up

markets in DC “food

deserts.”

in grants from the
operating budget

from special collections and
gifts

TOTAL was distributed to
mission partners and ministries

across the world in 2019.

 
41.5%

 
58.5%

Proclaiming Jesus as Lord and Savior  |  Building Up the Global Church 
 Caring for the Vulnerable 

GIVING GENEROUSLY TO MISSION
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$241,000

international

$171,307

local &

domestic

$412, 307 

+$346,509
operating budget breakdown

=$758,816 



SPIRITUAL  GROWTH  AT  EVERY  STAGE
National is passionate about fostering growth at every stage of life, and
there is no better testimony of such efforts than students and parents who

are connected to NPC's Children and Youth Ministries.

National's Youth Ministry sent 12 youth members

and 4 adults to Santo Domingo, Dominican

Republic for a mission trip where they collaborated

with Foundation for Peace at an orphanage called

Casa de Luz (House of Light). This was a meaningful

experience for students like Noah Detlor (11th grade)

who remembers how he "enjoyed working

alongside the other workers and caretakers."

IN 2019...

29 youth
volunteers 19 confirmands

& mentors 18 infant & child
baptisms

From "parent tables" in Stone Hall for The Story, to

Summer Family Hour (8 weeks of study devoted to

parables), NPC parents were equipped to engage

with the Word of God and with their families.

However, the involvement doesn't stop there: as

always, children and youth experienced their own

unique learning opportunities in the life of the

church.
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At Vacation Bible School 2019's "Power Up!"

program, children learned that "God's power has

given us everything we need to live a godly life" (2

Peter 1:3). Real power comes from knowing God and

living God's way. NPC hosted 140 VBS campers, who

were led by 45 adult volunteers and more than 50

youth helpers! Campers came up with team cheers

and worked to memorize the theme Bible verse. To

earn more team points, the 5th grade group learned

and recited the memory verse in Spanish, French,

English, and Swahili.

Isabel Afnan (9th grade) and several others attended

The Great Escape, a summer conference for middle

schoolers.  "I am so happy I got to experience The

Great Escape multiple times," she said. "It is an

amazing experience to get closer to the youth in

and outside of your grade and most importantly,

grow closer to God!"



NPC pastors and staff are constantly looking for ways to engage

people of all ages in the life of the church community .  In the fall of

2019 ,  National launched a new small group ,  The Roaring Twenties .

From 20-somethings who were transitioning out of NPC 's Youth

Ministry ,  to college students that were new to NPC and the DMV

area ,  young people gathered with their peers ,  leaders ,  and various

guests to discuss the truths of the gospel in their lives today .  

"VBS has been a highlight of my summer

every year since I was 3 years old. I love

being a youth helper because I get to be a

part of the experience for the kids just as

the youth helpers were to me when I was

younger. Also, I love seeing how much fun

they have as they grow their faith." 

- Charlotte Norment, 9th grade

 

participated in 3 groups 
created especially for parents 
of preschool, elementary, and

youth-age children.

small groups met in 2019; many

utilized the Following Jesus: The Story of His
Life and Ours curriculum.

35 parents

27
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W e're moving! NPC's library serves

many avid readers of all ages each year,

and its archives document important 

developments in the life of the church.  

In 2019, NPC began preparing to move 

most of its archives to the Presbyterian

Historical Society in Philadelphia, where

they will benefit historians and

researchers for generations to come.

NPC continues to nurture adult learning in exciting new ways each

year .  Over the summer ,  118 adults attended the Sunday Summer

Speaker Series for a vital engagement on timely issues pertaining to

"The Future of the Church . "  In September ,  NPC began an in-depth

study of the life of Jesus using Luke ’s Gospel ,  "Following Jesus—

The Story of His L ife  and Ours." An average of 140 adults

participated in three classes every Sunday over the course of

2019 .  They gathered twice in Stone Hall for Saturday morning All-

Church Conferences .  In April ,  National welcomed Dr .  James K .A .

Smith of Calvin College ,  who spoke on "We Become What We Love :

How Our Everyday Routine Shapes our Life with God . "  Then ,  in

November ,  Dr .  Marianne Meye Thompson of Fuller Seminary ,  shared

"The Story of Jesus—Then and Now . " 
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"I was not able to attend
my own church, so your
broadcast was a special
blessing."

0 250 500 750 1,000
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Music at National Concert Series

Grace Chim es

Make a joyful noise to the 
Lord, all the earth. 

Worship the Lord with
gladness; come into his
presence with singing.



Because of your generosity ,  National continues to bear powerful

witness to the Good News of Jesus Christ .  Your membership ,

participation ,  service ,  gifts and commitments all support

Christ 's ministry in and through National .  Your faithfulness is

priceless ,  and National is grateful for you .

T H A N K  Y O U !

The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face to
shine upon you, and be gracious to you; the Lord lift up his

countenance upon you, and give you peace.
Numbers 6:24-26
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T H A N K  Y O U !
National was blessed with many dedicated leaders and volunteers in 2019 ,  including the following :

J. Theodore (Jim) Anderson* 

Robin Clement (AA for Membership)

Betty Conn (AA to Senior Pastor)

Sarah Crumley (Senior Facilities

Supervisor)

Dr. Michael Denham (Music)

Todd Fickley (Organist)

Kristin Franke (Youth)

Carolann Haley (Asst. to Music)

Rubelio Interiano (Asst. for Facilities)

Joanna Zorack-Greene 

Melanie Lenhard* (Assoc. for Grow)

Liz Martin (AA for Care)

Cate McCrory (Children)

Bill McNett (A/V & Operations)

Kathie McShea (AA for

Facilities)  through November
Elebat Mengiste

(Bookkeeper) beginning February
Janet Meyers* (Bookstore)

Jessica Mullery (Communications) 

Susan O'Banion (AA for Serve)

Valerie Platz (AA for Facilities)

Kemet Rakiatu (Admin. for 

Leslie Saum (Connections)

Leah Skrine (Director of Finance and

Administration)

Diane Stewart (Facilities)

Kristi Teems (AA for Grow)

Amy Thompson* (Family Ministry Assoc.)

John Marienau Turpin (Serve)

Katharine Wystrach (Office Manager)

STAFF        * = part time          

     (Library/Archives/Older Adults)

     (Contemporary Music)

     beginning December

     Membership and Connections)

PASTORS
Dr. David Renwick, Senior Pastor

Rev. Donna Marsh, Executive Pastor
Dr. Joyce Emery, Interim Associate Pastor for Care Ministries

Dr. Quinn Fox, Associate Pastor for Grow
Dr. Kerry Stoltzfus, Parish Associate

Dr. Nancy Fox, Parish Associate

Facilities Contractors*

Able Services

Stone House Group 

Advance Building 

IT Contractors*

Fernando Sabio (IT)

Jay Gordon (IT)

John Gregg (Clerk)

Beth Bartholomew

John Bernbaum

Dennis Burgart

Rich Davies

Nancy Piho

Lucille Smiley

Peter Backlund

Aaron Doty through July
Barbara Mitchell

John Neely

Mary Jo Pera

Bryce Pippert

Trevor Blow

Jim Bridgeman

Betty Elliott

Mark Goodin

David Schauer

May Yamate

David and Renee Dragics 

STAFF (cont.)  * = part time

              Services, Inc       

SESSION

CLASS OF 2020

CLASS OF 2021

CLASS OF 2022

DEACONS

     (Co-Moderators)

Betsy Burke

David Dragics

Renee Dragics

Michelle Fenton

Janet Gordon

Marianne Gray

Claudia Hamblen

David Nickels

Gerri Hall Nickels

Alan Prebyl

Jennifer Prebyl

Megan Schmoll

Martha-Rosalind Stainton

Jeanne Su

Alfreda Bennett

Jane Crumpler

Ryan Crumpler

Nyla Beth Gawel

Lawrene Glaser

Amelia Kegan

Kim Keriakos

John Tingley

Christopher Chai

Kristy Chikes

Roger Coy

Lauren Favreau-Kim

Gregg Gochnour

Lynne Gochnour

Phil Harris

George Kabwe

Joanna Lam

Serge Nya-Wandja

Craig Person

Bryan Smith

Paul Waymack

CLASS OF 2020

CLASS OF 2021

CLASS OF 2022
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Rich Davies (President)

John Neely (VP)

Mark Goodin (Secretary)

Gerri Hall Nichols (Treasurer)

Lora Tredway (Asst. Treasurer)

Dennis Burgart (Chair)

May Yamate (Vice Chair)

Faith Burton (Co-Chair)

May Yamate (Co-Chair)

Walter Hampton (Chair)

Kristy Chikes (Chair)

Nora Szeto (Chair) 

Gerri Hall Nichols (Chair) 

beginning in September

Betty Elliott (Chair)

David Moore (Vice-Chair)

Rich Davies

Betty Elliott (Chair)

Dorrie Yale (Vice Chair)

Susan Theis (Co-Chair)

Wray Muoio (Co-Chair)

Fred Byus (Chair)

Margaret Gardner (Vice Chair)

Eleanor E. Heginbotham (Chair)

Grace Endres (Vice-Chair)

CHURCH CORPORATION

W ORSHIP COUNCIL

SACRAMENTS COMMITTEE

USHERS  COMMITTEE

GREETERS COMMITTEE

FLOWER  COMMITTEE

     through August 2019

CONTEMPORARY SERVICE

CHANCEL CHOIR

GROW  COUNCIL

CHILDREN'S MINISTRY TEAM

YOUTH MINISTRY TEAM

ADULT MINISTRY TEAM

LIBRARY AND ARCHIVES TEAM

Lucille Smiley (Chair)

Peter Backlund (Vice-Chair)

Dick Pera (Chair) 

Ginny Beeson (Chair) 

Glenn Schmitt (Chair)

Peter Backlund (Chair

Jennifer Richwine (Chair)

John Bernbaum (Vice-Chair)

Anne Shelburne (Chair)

Joanne Lesher (Vice-Chair)

John Bernbaum (Chair)

Jane Gore (Vice-Chair)

Aaron Doty (Chair)

Beth Bartholomew (Vice-Chair)

Mark Goodin

Beth Bartholomew (Chair)

Jim Bridgeman (Co-Chair)

John Forlines (Co-Chair)

Mary Jo Pera (Chair)

Trevor Blow (Vice-Chair) 

Barbara Mitchell (Chair)

Jim Bridgeman (Vice-Chair)

CARE COUNCIL

MILITARY MINISTRY

     through February

    beginning March
STEPHEN MINISTRY

CONNECTIONS  MINISTRY

SERVE COUNCIL

LOCAL/NATIONAL  MISSION 

COMMITTEE

INTERNATIONAL MISSION

COMMITTEE

FINANCE COUNCIL

STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE

AUDIT  COMMITTEE

FACILITIES COUNCIL

PERSONNEL COUNCIL

John Neely (Chair)

Mary Jo Pera (Vice-Chair)

Bryce Pippert (Chair)

Ruthie Lovejoy

Allison Smith Gordon 

Alison Dickey

Susan Lockwood

Ron Martinson

David Thompson

CAPITAL PROJECT STEERING 
COMMITTEE

CONGREGATIONAL 
NOMINATING COMMITTEE

    through June 2019

"For I am convinced
that neither death, 

nor life, nor angels, nor
rulers, nor things 

present, nor things to
come, nor powers, nor

height, nor depth,
nor anything else 

in all creation, will be
able to separate us

from the love of God in
Christ Jesus our Lord."

 

Romans 8:38-39

NATIONAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
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Affiliated Organizations

The National Presbyterian School (NPS)

The NPC Fund for Charitable Giving, Inc.




