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NATIONAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Staying Connected in Christ 

11:00 am Worship, August 29, 2021, COMMUNION  

WE ENTER GOD’S PRESENCE 

PRELUDE Trio Sonata IV in E minor, BWV 528  J. S. Bach 

 1.Adagio; vivace 

 2.Andante  Todd Fickley, organ 

CHIMES 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  Dr. David Renwick 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

HYMN 263 verses 1, 2 & 4 Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise St. Denio 

     Immortal, invisible, God only wise,  

          In light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 

          Most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days,  

          Almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise. 

     Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, 

          Nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might; 

          Thy justice like mountains high soaring above  

          Thy  clouds, which are fountains of goodness and love. 

     Thou reignest in glory, thou rulest in light; 

          Thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight. 

          All praise we would render; O help us to see 

          ‘Tis only the splendor of light hideth thee! 
 

CONFESSION OF SIN in unison   Dr. Renwick 

     Just and righteous God, 

          we come before you in all our inconsistency and sin. 

               We often bless you with our lips, but turn away from the downtrodden and oppressed. 

               We trust you for our welfare, but veil our eyes to the needy in our midst. 

               We lift our hands in worship, but not to lift the least and the lost. 

     Forgive us, merciful God. 

          Give us grace to seek justice born of gratitude for your favor. 

          Give us passion to see things set right for others. 

          Move us to bear witness, to offer care, and to stand for the right, 

               as we engage in every form of Christian ministry, for Jesus’ sake. 
 

SILENT CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE OF PARDON    

     Believe the good news of the Gospel.  

     In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. Thanks be to God. 
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RESPONSE OF PRAISE please sing   Gloria Patri 

     Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

          As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen. 

 WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 

A TIME FOR CHILDREN OF ALL AGES  Dr. Renwick 

SCRIPTURE Deuteronomy 16:16-20 Elder Linda Botsford 

          16Three times a year all your males shall appear before the LORD your God at the place that he will  

     choose: at the festival of unleavened bread, at the festival of weeks, and at the festival of booths. They  

     shall not appear before the LORD empty-handed; 17all shall give as they are able, according to the  

     blessing of the LORD your God that he has given you. 

          18You shall appoint judges and officials throughout your tribes, in all your towns that the LORD your  

     God is giving you, and they shall render just decisions for the people. 19You must not distort justice;  

     you must not show partiality; and you must not accept bribes, for a bribe blinds the eyes of the wise  

     and subverts the cause of those who are in the right. 20Justice, and only justice, you shall pursue, so  

     that you may live and occupy the land that the LORD your God is giving you. 

     The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

SERMON Justice! Justice! Dr. Cheryl Sanders 

 WE RESPOND TO GOD’S GRACE AND CALL 

CHORAL RESPONSE  Tallis’ Ordinal 
      From those that know thee may thy love and mercy ne’er depart, 
           And may thy justice still protect and bless the upright heart. Psalm 36, The Psalter, 1912 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Apostles’ Creed Rev. Donna Marsh 

     I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,  

     and in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord,  

          who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary,  

          suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried.  

          He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead;  

          he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;  

          from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  

      I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the  

          forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

CALL FOR OFFERING OF TITHES AND GIFTS There is a plate in the narthex to receive offerings.  

OFFERTORY With What Shall I Come Before the Lord John Ness Beck 

      With what shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself before God on high? 

           Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, shall I come before him with yearling calves? 

      Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousand rivers of oil? 

           Shall I give him my firstborn for my transgressions, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul? 

      He has shown you this day: He has shown you what is good. And what does the Lord require of you  

           but to do justice and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God. Micah 6:6-8 
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THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION   Rev. Marsh 

     Invitation to the Table 

     Music Meditation New Songs of Celebration Render Rendez à Dieu 

           New songs of celebration render to God who has great wonders done; 

                Love sits enthroned in ageless splendor; come and adore the Mighty One. 

           God has made known the great salvation which all the saints with joy confess. 

                God has revealed to every nation truth and unending righteousness. 

           Rivers and seas and torrents roaring honor the Lord with wild acclaim; 

                Mountains and stones look up adoring, and find a voice to praise God’s name. 
           Righteous, commanding, ever glorious, praises be sung that never cease: 

                Just is our God, whose truth victorious establishes the world in peace. Erik Routley 

     Prayer of Response and The Lord’s Prayer   

          Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

          Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

          Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  

          And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

          For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

HYMN 285 God, You Spin the Whirling Planets Austrian Hymn 

     God, you spin the whirling planets, fill the seas and spread the plain, 

          Mold the mountains, fashion blossoms, call forth sunshine, wind, and rain. 

          We, created in your image, would a true reflection be 

          Of your justice, grace, and mercy, and the truth that sets us free. 

     You have called us to be faithful in our life and ministry. 

          We respond in grateful worship joined in one community. 

          When we blur your gracious image, focus us and make us whole. 

          Healed and strengthened as your people, we move onward to your goal. 

     God, your word is still creating, calling us to life made new. 

          Now reveal to us fresh vistas where there’s work to dare and do. 
          Keep us clear of all distortion. Polish us with loving care. 

          Thus, new creatures in your image, we’ll proclaim Christ everywhere. 

BENEDICTION  Dr. Sanders 

 

PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST  Dr. Renwick 

 

POSTLUDE 3. Un poc’ allegro  J. S. Bach 

 (From Trio Sonata in E minor) Mr. Fickley, organ 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayers 
 

We rejoice with Mark Alden and Liz Ung, 
who recently welcomed a baby son. 

 

We pray for our mission partners including: 
International Association for Refugees as 

they support indigenous churches in Kakuma 
refugee camp in Kenya. 

 

How can we pray for you? 
Please submit prayer requests to 

Liz Martin, lmartin@nationalpres.org, (202) 
537-7540. 

 

Let’s Stay Connected! Announcements for You 

Schedule for Upcoming Sundays 
 

Today, August 29 
One service only - 11:00 am traditional 
worship service in the sanctuary and 
online. Welcome guest preacher, Rev. Dr. 
Cheryl Sanders! 
 

September 5 (Labor Day Weekend) 
Join us as we come together for a special 
time of worship and fellowship. We will 
have a single worship service at 11:00 
am, followed by refreshments outdoors on 
our newly renovated upper plaza. We 
hope to see you there! 
 

September 12 
We begin our new fall schedule! 
• 8:45-9:45 am: Contemporary worship 
• 9:55-10:45 am: 

Sunday School for all ages 
• 11:00 am: Traditional worship 
 

Welcome Guest Preacher Rev. Dr. Cheryl Sanders! 
Cheryl Sanders is professor of Christian Ethics at the Howard University School of Divinity 
where she teaches courses in Christian ethics, pastoral ethics, and African American 
spirituality. Dr. Sanders is the author of numerous articles and books and has been Senior 
Pastor of the Third Street Church of God in Washington, D.C. since 1997. She holds a 
bachelor's degree in Mathematics from Swarthmore College and a Master of Divinity and 
Doctor of Theology from Harvard Divinity School. She is married to Dr. Alan Carswell and is 
the mother of two adult children. 
 

Floral Dedication 
The flowers in the Sanctuary today are given to the glory of God in celebration of Claude and 

Betty Bennett's 63rd wedding anniversary and to honor the many ways they contribute to 
building God's church universal. 

 

Communion 
Today, August 29, you are invited to share in 
the celebration of communion from your 
home. Here are guidelines for preparation 
and serving of communion. 
 
Military Ministry Meeting Online 
Today, August 29th 
All are welcome to our online meeting and 
fellowship as we celebrate the Coast 
Guard’s birthday and hear from CDR Mike 
Baker (CG Ret) at 1:00 pm on August 29th. 
For Zoom link and details please visit our 
events page online. 
 

Seeking Candidates for the Pastor 
Nominating Committee 
Following Dr. Renwick's announcement 
that he will retire in September 2022, the 
next step to find our future senior pastor is 
to put together a search committee. NPC's 
Church Nominating Committee (CNC) 
welcomes your input as it seeks to discern 
a slate of candidates for the Pastor 
Nominating Committee (PNC). Learn 
more in this letter from the Church 
Nominating Committee Chair in an email 
this afternoon and on the website at 
nationalpres.org/pastor-nominating-
committee. 
 
PNC members should be people of clear 
and vibrant faith, committed to NPC, 
diverse in many ways, and should be 
team players who are able to do this job 
well. Please share your ideas here or on 
our webpage and please pray for this 
important process! 
 

mailto:lmartin@nationalpres.org
https://nationalpres.org/sites/default/files/Online%20Communion%20Guidelines%204.28.20.pdf
https://nationalpres.org/sites/default/files/Online%20Communion%20Guidelines%204.28.20.pdf
https://nationalpres.org/event/military-ministry-meeting/
https://nationalpres.org/pastor-nominating-committee/
https://nationalpres.org/pastor-nominating-committee/
https://nationalpres.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/436/responses/new


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Learn & Grow 

 
Wednesday Night Faith Connection 
Join us online for Faith Connection on 
Wednesdays at 7:00 pm. This week, Dr. 
Renwick concludes his Renewing Your Life 
in Christ series with How Can I Serve God 
Faithfully? 

 

NPC Summer Reading Challenge 
Join us in reading “One Blood: Parting 
Words to the Church on Race and Love” 
by John M. Perkins. For more information 
and to join, please visit 
nationalpres.org/event/one-blood-
summer-reading-challenge. 

 

New to National? Welcome!  
Welcome and thank you for being with us 
today! Here are some easy ways to connect 
with us: 
• Click here to sign our online guestbook.  
• Click here or visit our home page at 

nationalpres.org to sign up for our e-
newsletter. 

• Follow us on social media!  
Facebook | Instagram | YouTube 

 

NPC Responds to Crises in Haiti and 
Afghanistan 
With your help, NPC is responding 
generously to urgent crises in our world.   
• We are taking a special offering for 

Haitian earthquake victims, which will be 
sent to Salvation Army International and 
to our longtime partner Foundation for 
Peace, which operates in the Dominican 
Republic and Haiti. Please click here to 
give or visit our Giving page online and 
select the fund Disaster Relief (Haiti). 

• $10,000 from our mission budget is being 
sent this week to help with the arrival and 
resettlement of Afghan allies and their 
families here in the DC area. This grant 
will go to Lutheran Social Services 
- National Capital Area, the primary 
resettlement agency for Afghans coming 
to the DC area.  They also offer 
opportunities for individuals to serve 
arriving Afghans. Please visit their website 
at lssnca.org for ways to help. 

 
Pathway of Christian Discipleship Class 
Becoming a church member at National is a 
step forward on your spiritual journey. To 
inquire about membership or just learn more 
about Christian faith, attend our two half-day 
online classes:  
• Saturday, September 18 and  
• Saturday, September 25.  

More information can be found on our website 
or contact Kemet Rakiatu to register by 
September 8th at 202-537-7578 or 
KRakiatu@NationalPres.org. 
 
Session Update 
The Session met in person this week for the 
first time since February 2020, toured the 
building, and heard many reports on 
construction completion and the fall 
schedule.  After hearing from Diane Stewart, 
the Session presented her with a bouquet to 
express its gratitude for bearing the extra 
burdens of the project with both grace and 
skill. 
 
Renovation Dedication 
Mark your calendars! On October 17, we will 
dedicate and celebrate our renovation – 
Building Together for the Next 50 Years! For 
more information about our project, please 
visit Building Project on our website. 
 

New spaces! New faces! New Welcome 
Team! 
As our renovated church opens up, we will 
need many smiling faces to greet, usher and 
connect with folks on Sundays. Please join 
our dynamic new Welcome Team and be part 
of the excitement. Please click here or visit 
our Serve at Church page and sign up today 
and enjoy a private tour of the church on 
September 11 at our 10:00 am training 
session. Or you may contact Leslie Saum 
at LSaum@nationalpres.org. 
 
Bless Our Children!  
Come use your gifts to bless our children by 
becoming a Children's Ministry volunteer! 
Please email Terry Kumnick for more 
information at 
tkumnick@nationalpres.org. 
 
 

https://nationalpres.org/event/one-blood-summer-reading-challenge/
https://nationalpres.org/event/one-blood-summer-reading-challenge/
https://nationalpres.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/271/responses/new
https://nationalpres.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/31/responses/new
https://www.facebook.com/NationalPres
https://www.instagram.com/nationalpres/
https://www.youtube.com/user/nationalpres
https://pushpay.com/g/nationalpres?src=hpp
https://lssnca.org/take_action/afghan-allies.html
mailto:KRakiatu@NationalPres.org
https://nationalpres.org/giving/buildingtogether/
https://nationalpres.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/378/responses/new
mailto:LSaum@nationalpres.org
mailto:tkumnick@nationalpres.org?subject=Children's%20Ministry%20Volunteering


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Your Giving and Commitments Make a 
Difference:  
Thank you! Because of your financial 
generosity, National continues to bear 
powerful witness to the Good News of Jesus 
Christ at this critical time. Not yet made a gift 
online or by phone? Go to 
nationalpres.org/giving, text “NPC” to (833) 
414-9444 or scan the QR code below: 
 

 

Join us for in-person worship (and we’re 
still online)!  
We are so pleased to welcome you to in-
person services every Sunday! We are no 
longer requiring pre-registration for in-person 
worship. For now, we will still require masks 
and seating will be in every other pew. There 
will be no special check-in procedures. For 
more information, please  click here or visit 
nationalpres.org/return. 

 
Prayer LIVE 
Would you like to pray with a live person after 
worship? Please call 12-1 pm. A Pastor, 
Stephen Minister, or Deacon will be prepared 
to take your call. If all lines are busy, please 
leave a voicemail with your name and number 
and you will receive a return call. Phone: (202) 
800-9121. 
 
Want to join a great team? 
Visit https://nationalpres.org/jobs to read about 
our job openings for the following: 
• Director of Serve Ministries 
• Executive Assistant to the Senior Pastor 
• Communications Contractor (part time) 
 
We are looking for contemporary band 
musicians! Do you love to sing? Play 
guitar, drums, bass, violin, cello, flute or 
another instrument? We are looking for more 
musicians to volunteer to play with the NPC 
band in the Contemporary service! For more 
information, please email Joanna Zorack-
Greene at jzorackgreene@nationalpres.org. 
 
Trying times take their toll – we are here to 
support. The Care/Connections staff have 
prepared resources that may help on topics 
like isolation, anxiety, and difficult 
conversations. Use them on your own or share 
with a friend. Find these resources on the Care 
webpage or reach out to Liz at 
lmartin@nationalpres.org in the Care Office if 
we can help. 
 
 
 

https://nationalpres.org/giving
https://nationalpres.org/return
https://nationalpres.org/return
https://nationalpres.org/jobs
mailto:jzorackgreene@nationalpres.org
https://nationalpres.org/care
https://nationalpres.org/care
mailto:lmartin@nationalpres.org%20?subject=Care
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