
John 14:27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as 
the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be 
afraid.  

John 16:33 I have said this to you, so that in me you may have peace. In the world 
you face persecution. But take courage; I have conquered the world!"  

Colossians 3:15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you 
were called in the one body. And be thankful.  

 
AN “OUTER” PEACE: A SENSE OF WELLNESS, COMPLETION, 

SAFETY FOR THE WHOLE EARTH 
Genesis 15:15 As for yourself, you shall go to your ancestors in peace; 
Leviticus 26:6 And I will grant peace in the land, you shall lie down,  

no one shall make you afraid; I will remove dangerous animals and the sword 
from the land 

Isaiah 2: 2-4, 11:6-9 “The Peaceable Kingdom”: They shall beat their swords into 
ploughshares . . the lion shall lie down with the lamb . .  

Ezekiel 34:25 I will make with them a covenant of peace and banish wild animals 
from the land, so that they may live in the wild . . securely.  

Mark 4:39 Jesus woke up and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea,  
"Peace! Be still!" Then the wind ceased, and there was a dead calm.  

Mark 5:34 Jesus said to her, "Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace, 
and be healed of your disease."  

 
THE CONSTANT GREETING IN THE NEW TESTAMENT LETTERS 

Grace to you and peace from God 
Romans;1 Corinthians; 2 Corinthians; Galatians; Ephesians; Philippians; Colossians; 1 & 2 

Thessalonians; Philemon 1:3; 1 & 2 Timothy (+mercy); Titus 1:4; 1 Peter, 2 John; Jude; Rev. 1:4 
 

THE CONSTANT FAREWELL IN NEW TESTAMENT LETTERS 
Romans 15:33 The God of peace be with all of you. 
2 Corinthians 13:11 Agree with one another, live in peace; and the God of love 

and peace will be with you. (Galatians 6:16; Ephesians 6:23; 1 Thessalonians 
5:23; 2 Thessalonians 3:16; 2 John 1:15) 

Philippians 4:7,9 The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard 
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus . . Keep on doing the things that 
you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, and the God of 
peace will be with you. 

Hebrews 13:20-21 Now may the God of peace, who brought back from the dead 
our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal 
covenant, make you complete in everything good, so that you may do his will, 
working among you that which is well pleasing in his sight, through Jesus 
Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever 
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1. Some in the world Celebrate and Enjoy Peace 

In Relationships: personal, business, national, international 
In Nature: beauty, tranquility, harmony  

2. BUT Many only know a world in which  
a. Peace has been Broken (war, violence, hunger, homelessness),  
b. Peace is Uneasy, Incomplete (injustice, powerlessness, anxiety, fear) 
c. Peace is Fragile (tension just below the surface: tribalism/party spirit; lack of 

rights/resources/food; enemies outside/within, etc.) 
e.g., “War” against Ebola  (see Economist, New Yorker, October 2014) 

 
3. The Bible is Realistic 
 About both the Glory and Brokenness of  the World 

a. In Relationships (Wars: Matt. 24:6-8; Division/Hatred: Matt.10:16-23) 
 b. In Nature  (Romans 8:19-22; Genesis 3:18) 

 About God’s Solution/Passion for Peace 
  a. In the Past, within History – Christ Died to bring Peace to all Creation 
  b. In the Future, at the End of History – God will bring eternal Peace 

 c. In the Middle – Our role as God’s Children: Peacemaking 
 
4. Peace-Making Steps 

a. Receiving Peace within, first  -- John 14:27  (Thomas à Kempis) 
b. De-Constructing False Peace (Speaking Up, Entering In) – making peace is 

not “appeasement.” See Jesus in Temple + Matt. 10:34; Ezek 13:10. 
c. Re-Constructing Relationships (Bridge-Building – In the Bible . . Barnabas . . 

Joseph; In history . . Lincoln, Chacour . . ) 
 

++++++++++++ 
 
BIBLICAL “PEACE”  
  Occurs approximately x260 in the Bible 
   Shalom (Hebrew: our English name, “Solomon”); 
   Eirene (Greek; our English name, “Irene”) 

   A Sense Of Wellness, Wholeness and Right-Relatedness – 
that comes from, and is promised by God, who longs for peace  
in all human and animal life, and in all creation. 

 



PEACE-MAKING – OUR CALLING  (see Responsive Reading) 
Matthew 5:9 “Happy are the Peacemakers” . .  
James 3:18 A harvest of righteousness is sown in peace for those who make 

peace.  
 

PEACE – ITS PRESENCE & ABSENCE IN THE FACE OF 
JUSTICE/INJUSTICE 

Ecclesiastes 3:8 a time to love, a time to hate; a time for war, a time for peace.  
Lamentations 3:17 my soul is bereft of peace . . I’ve forgotten what happiness is 
Jeremiah 6:14;8:11 They have treated the wound of my people carelessly . . . 

saying, "Peace, peace," when there is no peace.  
Jeremiah 16:5 For thus says the LORD: I have taken away my peace from this 

people, says the LORD, my steadfast love and mercy.  
Isaiah 48:22; 59:8 "There is no peace," says the LORD, "for the wicked." . . The 

way of peace they do not know, there is no justice in their paths. 
 

PEACE INSTEAD OF WAR AND BROKEN RELATIONSHIPS 
Joshua 9:15 Joshua made peace with them, guaranteeing their lives by a treaty 
1 Kings 4:24 King Solomon  . . . had peace on all sides.  

 
A PEACE THAT IS NOT ALWAYS EASY TO MAKE 

Psalm 28:3 Do not drag me away with those who . . speak peace with their 
neighbors, while mischief is in their hearts.  

Psalm 120:6-7 Too long have I had my dwelling among those who hate peace. 7. 
I am for peace; but when I speak, they are for war.  

Ezekiel 13:10 They have misled my people, saying, "Peace," when there is no 
peace 

Proverbs 10:10 Whoever winks the eye causes trouble, but the one who rebukes 
boldly makes peace.  

Matthew 10:34; Lk 12:51 "Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the 
earth; I have not come to bring peace, but a sword.  

Matthew 10:13 If the house is worthy, let your peace come upon it; but if it is not 
worthy, let your peace return to you.  

James 2:16 and one of you says to them, "Go in peace; keep warm and eat your 
fill," and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, what is the good of that?  

 
A PEACE THAT COMES FROM FOLLOWING GOD’S WAY  

Proverbs 3:17 (Wisdom’s) ways are pleasantness, and all her paths are peace.  
Psalm 119:165 Great peace have those who love your law;  
Isaiah 26:3 Those of steadfast mind you keep in peace, because they trust in you.  
Psalm 85:10 Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet; righteousness and peace 

will kiss each other.  
Isaiah 32:17 The effect of righteousness will be peace, and the result of 

righteousness, quietness and trust forever.  

Proverbs 16:7 When the ways of people please the LORD, he causes even their 
enemies to be at peace with them 

 
A PEACE THAT COMES FROM LEADERSHIP 

1 Chronicles 22:9 His name shall be Solomon, and I will give peace and quiet to 
Israel in his days.  

Isaiah 9:6-7 A child has been born for us. His authority shall grow continually, 
and there shall be endless peace for . . his kingdom. 

Zechariah 9:10 He (the Messiah) shall command peace to the nations 
 
A PEACE THAT COMES FROM GOD 

Numbers 6:26 The LORD lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace. 
Psalm 29:11 May the LORD bless his people with peace!  
Psalm 83:1 O God, do not keep silence; do not hold your peace 
Psalm 147:14 God grants peace within your borders;  
Isaiah 54:10 For the mountains may depart and the hills be removed, but . . my 

covenant of peace shall not be removed, says the LORD 
Isaiah 57:19 Peace, peace, to the far and the near, says the LORD;  
1 Corinthians 14:33 for God is a God not of disorder but of peace.  
 

PEACE WITH GOD THROUGH JESUS AND THE HOLY SPIRIT 
Romans 5:1 Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our 

Lord Jesus Christ 
Luke 2:14 "Glory to God . . . and on earth peace among those whom he favors!"  
Luke 7:50 Jesus said to the woman, "Your faith has saved you; go in peace."  
Luke 24:36, John 20:19. While they were talking about this [the resurrection], 

Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, "Peace be with you."  
John 20:21 "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you."  
Romans 8:6 To set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace.  
Romans 14:17 The kingdom of God is not food and drink but righteousness and 

peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.  
Romans 15:13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing 
Galatians 5:22-23 The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 

generosity, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control 
Ephesians 2:14, 17 (Jesus) is our peace . . . who came and proclaimed peace to 

you who were far off and peace to those who were near;  
Colossians 1:20 Through (Jesus) God was pleased to reconcile to himself all 

things, on earth or in heaven, making peace through the blood of his cross.  
 
AN INNER PEACE 

Psalm 4:8 I will both lie down and sleep in peace; for you alone, O LORD, make 
me lie down in safety.  

1 Samuel 10:27 But King Saul  . . held his peace.   
(“INNER” PEACE, contd.)  


