
1 
 

November 12, 2017 
The National Presbyterian Church 

One the Road with Jesus VIII: Traveling Light 
2 Corinthians 8:1-9 Luke 8:1-3, Exodus 35:20-29; 1 Chronicles 29:1-22 

David Renwick 

In our sermons through the fall we’ve been thinking about the Christian life in terms of a 
journey. 

This is an image that fills the pages of literature from Homer’s Odyssey, to Tolkien’s Lord of the 
Rings and it fills the pages of Scripture as well:  

• So the Bible starts with the journey of Adam and Eve out of the Garden of Eden 
• And then the journey of Abraham and Sarah into the Promised Land 
• And then the journey of the God’s ancient people across the Red Sea escaping from 

slavery 
• And then, in the New Testament, the missionary journeys of the apostle Paul in what is 

modern day Turkey and Greece, carrying  the message of Jesus  
• And then Jesus’ own journeys – from his home in Galilee in the north of Israel, south to 

Jerusalem, down the Mt. of Olives on Palm Sunday,  and then on to his death a week later 
on a hill just outside the city, called Calvary. 

So there are all these literal, historical, journeys in the Bible, and within all of them there are 
lessons to be learned about the spiritual journey that God wants each of us to be on today. A 
spiritual journey in which God wants to use every twist and turn in life to help us grow in faith 
and character, and in our faithfulness to God’s purpose and will.  
And today, the aspect of the journey that I want us to consider as we travel on this journey with 
Jesus has to do with “what we take with us and what we need to leave behind or give away.” 
Anyone going on any kind of a journey has to make this kind of decision.  

Every soldier, for example, on deployment or on a specific mission has to think about this: every 
mission involves some kind of a journey for which you have to pack! But even before you begin 
to pack, if you are in the military you actually have made a prior decision: to be willing to leave 
everything behind – house, home and family – and life itself if necessary. And after that -- that’s 
when you have to decide on the stuff: what exactly you need to take.  

The average military backpack weighs 60 lbs., and can go up to 100 lbs.! -- that’s a lot of 
stuff (about 15 lbs. more than my suitcase labeled “Heavy” on an airline!). 

And so -- you need all this stuff in order to be prepared for combat  

• Your weapon, ammunition, grenades, water, radio, GPS,  
• flashlight, infra-red sights, smartphone, tablet computer. 
• and back up batteries! 

(Sometimes batteries alone can weigh up to sixteen 16 pounds). And all of this creates a 
dilemma: The dilemma, of course, is that there’s a balance point - balance safety and weight. 
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So to begin with -- the more you have in your pack, the safer you seem to be. But then as the 
weight grows you become slower, less nimble which can leave you stuck/trapped, in the line 
of fire. SO, “all the stuff” can inadvertently begin to work against you.  

And -- of course -- the same kind of thing is true (tho’ in a much less dramatic way) whenever 
we travel anywhere: military or not: backpacking in Europe, or loading a car for a vacation, or 
taking luggage on a plane.  
• If you want to take all your stuff and check a bag, that’s fine, but you’ll have to deal with the 

wait at the other end as your luggage (hopefully!) is unloaded and makes its way to the 
carousel.  

• Or maybe you just want a “carry on,” so you can walk on and off?  But if you have a carry 
on, then maybe you will leave something out that you end up needing! 

The good news is that the really vital things these days – don’t take up much space: Our phones, 
and chargers, medications, passports and credit cards, and (in my case) my eyeglasses – The bad 
news is: I can forget them or lose them in a heartbeat! 

But what about all the rest? It all adds up. And if you have too much it can ruin the trip.  
• You lose your luggage (been there done that!).  
• Or the elevators are broken and you’re on the 7th floor (been there done that).  
• Or you’re wandering through the London Underground with your wife taking care of three 

kids and you taking care of luggage – for five! –and there are steps everywhere! 

So this is the dilemma: for our good and safety and joy we need to ask, what do we really need? 
And when does all our stuff begin to work against us!? 
And while from a Christian point of view there’s no “one size fits all” answer, the basic principle 
or admonition repeated in the Bible from Jesus is “Travel Light” or perhaps better: “Travel 
Lightly with what you have.” 

So you have Jesus sending out his 12 disciples to be evangelists in Israel and he tells them this 
(Matt.10) 

7As you go, proclaim the good news,  
 ‘The kingdom of heaven has come near.’  
9 Take no money in your belts, 10 no bag for your journey,  
 or two tunics, or sandals, or a staff;  

In other words - Travel Light!  

Of course: part of this message is about trusting God to provide the extras –when they’re needed. 
But part of it is just that, when you have a bunch of stuff to take care of, then you can easily lose 
your focus – so that the accumulation and preservation of stuff becomes an end, in and of itself 
whereas from Jesus’ point of view our “stuff” must never become an end, in and of itself. 

And this is certainly the message in Luke 12:16-21 where Jesus tells a story about a man 
who’d grown wealthy: 

16 “The land of a rich man produced abundantly.  
17And he thought to himself, ‘What should I do, for I have no place to store my 
crops?’  
18Then he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build larger ones, 
and there I will store all my grain and my goods.  
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19And I will say to my soul, ‘Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; 
relax, eat, drink, be merry.’  

To this man – Life was about accumulating and preserving and enjoying. There’s nothing wrong 
with that. But there was nothing in his life about giving (checking to see if the backpack was too 
heavy), or about sharing and there was NO realization that no amount of stuff can protect us 
from the seemingly arbitrary ups and downs of life – or from death itself. So Jesus ends his story 
by saying: 

20 God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life is being demanded of you. 
And the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’  

So here is this warning from Jesus – a sort of military lesson: never to let our sense of God’s 
mission and purpose in life be overwhelmed by the accumulation and protection of stuff. 
Which doesn’t mean (1) that we’re to be stupid or (2) that we’re expected by God to travel 
through life with nothing! 

Jesus loved to tell stories about wise servants entrusted with their master’s wealth, and 
called upon to invest it wisely, and then to be held accountable for what they did (in this Jesus 
echoes the Book of Proverbs, which is really “godly wisdom” for daily life). 

In this same vain Christian money-management guru, Dave Ramsey teaches that 
the most profoundly Christian thing anyone can do with their money -- whether 
they have a lot or a little is to write out a budget. 
• If you have a little – you can make it go a whole lot further 
• If you have a lot – you don’t squander it: you don’t open yourself up for God 

to say to you: “Excuse me, but what exactly did you do with all you had?” 

So Jesus wants us to be good and prudent stewards of what we have and he certainly wants us to 
have what we need! 

Of course, on one occasion, Jesus certainly told a man to give away every last penny, and on 
another occasion he praises an older woman who does the same. But as far as we know he only 
does this twice, and in other circumstances, with numerous other people who had resources, he 
never makes a similar demand to give it all away.  

But what he does do is create a consistent sense that there is never a moment when we should not 
be like a soldier on a mission: prepared to rummage through our backpack and at the very least – 
to leave some of it all behind: and to travel light! 

So -- when Jesus meets a man called Zacchaeus (Lk 19) whose previous life had been based 
on greed and extortion Zacchaeus responds by giving away 50% of what he has! And Jesus 
praises him! He doesn’t say “Wait a minute: what about all the rest?” What we read is this  

8Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord,  
“Look, half of my possessions, Lord, I will give to the poor; and if I have 
defrauded anyone of anything, I will pay back four times as much.”  
9Then Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because he too 
is a son of Abraham.” 

This is high praise!! Jesus sees God at work because Zacchaeus has clearly begun to travel 
lightly 
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And in a wonderful little insight into Jesus’ everyday life (described in Luke 8) Jesus is quite 
willing for the resources for his mission to come from a group of women who share what 
they have whenever there’s a need. They keep what they have but they also share it! 

This is what we read in Luke 8: 
Jesus went on through cities and villages,  
 proclaiming and bringing the good news of the kingdom of God.  
The twelve disciples were with him,  
2 as well as some women who had been cured of evil spirits and infirmities:  
• Mary, called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out,  
• 3 and Joanna, the wife of Herod’s steward Chuza,  
• and Susanna, and many others, who provided for them out of their resources.   

So there’s no universal command to give everything away, but a consistent Biblical picture that 
we are to sort out what’s in the back pack from time to time, and when there’s too much in there 
for our own good or safety, or when Christ’s mission is in need we need to be willing to take it 
out, use it well, and travel light. 

And I profoundly believe that this is one of the purposes of the Biblical admonition to tithe 
to set aside 10% of our income for God’s work on a regular consistent basis. 

Back In The Old Testament, before Jesus came to earth, when the patriarch Abraham saw that 
God had protected him and blessed him on his journey to the promised land (Genesis 24) he took 
10% of what he had and gave it away for God’s work through a priest called Melchizedek. 

And when Jacob, his grandson, had messed up his life and became aware that God still loved 
him (grace, mercy overflowing), he made a commitment to do the same (Genesis 28): 

20 Jacob made a vow, saying, “If God will be with me, and will keep me in this 
way that I go, and will give me bread to eat and clothing to wear, 21 so that I come 
again to my father’s house in peace, then the Lord shall be my God, 22 and of all 
that you give me I will surely give one tenth to you.” 

And this is the same spirit that filled the life of the churches in Macedonia in northern 
Greece within 20 years or so of the life of Jesus: a willingness to travel lightly; to let go and give 
back to God what already belonged to God.  

There was a famine in Palestine at the time and Christians and others were struggling to find 
food. And so the Apostle Paul planned a campaign to raise funds from all the new churches in 
Turkey and Europe (just as we did at National with recent hurricanes), and he wanted the church 
in Corinth in southern Greece to join the campaign. So he writes to them like this (2 Corinthians 
8): 

We want you to know, brothers and sisters, about the grace of God that has been 
granted to the churches of Macedonia; 2 for during a severe ordeal of affliction, 
their abundant joy and their extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of 
generosity on their part.  
3 For, as I can testify, they voluntarily gave according to their means, and even 
beyond their means, 4 begging us earnestly for the privilege of sharing in this 
ministry to the saints. 
So we want you (too) to excel also in this generous undertaking.  
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8 I do not say this as a command, but I am testing the genuineness of your love 
against the earnestness of others. 9 For you know the generous act of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that – tho’ he was rich -- yet for your sakes he became poor, so that 
by his poverty you might become rich. 

There’s something lovely here: a spirit of generosity, traveling lightly seen in Jesus’ willingness 
to leave the riches of heaven; and then seen in his followers: people who were poor but desperate 
to give.  

There’s something genuine here too: an understanding that “Giving Away” is not just a 
command or obligation, but a privilege (even for those poor and suffering).  

Which, thinking again of Veterans Day, is something we see with so many in the military, past 
and present:  

(1) Giving their lives away freely in service;  
(2) Willing to travel light. Not as an obligation but as a privilege. 

******** 

And this is our call today:   
• To think deliberately, explicitly, and prayerfully about what we really need to take on the 

journey.  
• To know exactly what’s in our backpack and to decide how much we need to be willing to 

give away.  
• To make sure that as we accumulate and protect (which we ought to do), that we don’t lose 

sight of what’s really important – our part in fulfilling Christ’s mission. 

As every veteran knows: the kind of person we want to be is almost certainly going to be found 
not in what we have but in our willingness to travel light. And in giving ourselves for a greater 
cause – something we can certainly risk doing when we know that the only true protection in life 
is our ultimate provider: God himself. 
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