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SPIRITUALITY: YES? CHURCH: NO? 

Matthew 18:20; 25:31-46; 1 Corinthians 12:12-27 
 
I. THE PERSISTENCE OF A QUESTION: 

Can I be a Christian without going to church? 
   Can I be a good person without going to church? 
      Can I be spiritual without going to church? 

 
II. A CHANGING SITUATION IN OUR NATION (and the West) 
 

a) The precipitous decline of Church membership and attendance  
• . . . “in the past decade there has been a 22% drop in the percentage of 

adults attending mainline congregations who have children under the 
age of 18 living in their home.  

• Young adults (25 or younger) are 6% of the national population, but 
represent only 2% of all adults attending mainline churches.  

• At the other end of the age continuum, the statistics show that about 
one-quarter (27%) of American adults are 60 or older, but more than 
one-third of mainline attenders (35%) are 60-plus.” (Barna Research) 

 
b) The decline of extended community  (Putnam) 

 
c) The rise of individualistic spiritualities (Douthat) 

 
III. COMMUNITY AS THE WILL OF GOD 
 

Our Jewish Heritage 
a) God’s Love of Individuals: Abraham, Isaac, Jacob . . . 
b) God’s Love of Groups(Families, Nation): The Twelve Tribes of Israel 

God promised Abraham “and I will make of you a great nation… 
and by you all the families of the earth will be blessed”  
Genesis 12:2,3 

 
 
Our Biblical Heritage 

a) The Problem of the Printing Press: Personal Bibles! 
b) The Problem of  English Translation:   

(New Testament Greek has two words for you: you-singular, su; and you-
plural, humeis. In English, the one word “You” can be singular or plural. 
We tend to hear it in the Bible as singular (me) when almost all of the time 
it is plural (us). That is, most uses of  “you” in the Bible should be read as 
“yous”(!) or “y’all”(!) 

    
Our Jesus’ Heritage 

a) The “Twelve” Disciples (Matt. 10:1, Acts 6:2, 7:8) 
b) The Promise of Presence to “two or three”  (Matt. 18:20) 
c) The Passion to Build a Team (John 13:1-20) 

“As the father sent me, so I send you all” (John 20:21)  
d) The Impossibility of Being Christian Alone (Matt. 25:31-46) 

 
 
IV. WHAT THEN IS OUR RESPONSIBILITY? 

Jesus said:  
“You all COME to me, and I will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28) 
“You all GO, make disciples of all nations” (Matthew 28:19) 
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