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JESUS: ONE AMONG MANY? 
Mark 2:1-12, Matthew 16:13-20 

Philippians 2:1-11, Colossians 1:9-20, John 1:1-18 
 
Resources: 

F.F. Bruce, The New Testament Documents: Are They Reliable? 
C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity, 1943. 
N.T. Wright The Challenge of Jesus, 1999. 
N.T. Wright and Marcus Borg, The Meaning of Jesus: Two Visions, 1999. (A 
debate between two leading Jesus scholars – one liberal, one conservative) 
Luke Timothy Johnson, The Real Jesus, 1997 (moderate conservative). 
John Shelby Spong, Why Christianity Must Change or Die, 1998 (extreme 
skeptic!). 

 
************ 
 
1. Jesus’ Impact in History : “One Solitary Life” (James Allan, 1926) 
 
2. Jesus’ Existence 
 The historical evidence outside the Bible 

• Josephus (Late 1st Century), Antiquities 18.5.2 (John the Baptist) 
• Josephus, Antiquities 18.3.3, 20.9.1 (Jesus) 
• Suetonius (Early 2nd century). Life of Claudius 25.4 
• Tacitus (Early 2nd century) Annals 15.44.2-8 

 
 3. Jesus’ Divinity in the 4th century:  

The Nicene Creed 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  
Through him all things were made. 

 
 

 
4.  Was there a growing desire to ‘exalt’ Jesus?  
 (as time progressed from the 1st to 4th centuries?) 

 Step 1: Jesus the carpenter/teacher  Jesus the Messiah (Christ)? 
Step 2: Jesus the Messiah (Christ)  Jesus the eternal Son of God? 

(see Dr. Marcus Borg, John Shelby Spong, and many others; 
e.g., PBS video  “From Jesus to Christ: The First Christians”) 

 
5. When and Why was Jesus first worshipped as God? 

 
a. The Evidence of Paul’s Letters  
 (written within 20-30 years of Jesus’ death) 
Colossians 1:15 “He is the image of the invisible God” 
Romans 10:9 “if you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord . . .” 
Philippians 2 

9Therefore God also highly exalted [Jesus]  and gave him the name that is 
above every name,  10so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend,  
in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11and every tongue should 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
(compare with)  Exodus 20 

4You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that 
is in heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath,  or that is in the water 
under the earth.  5You shall not bow down to them or worship them . . . 7You 
shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord 
will not acquit anyone who misuses his name 

 
b. The Evidence of the Gospels  
 (completed later than Paul’s lettters) 

• The Disicples’ Affirmations   
o The Messiah (Matthew 16; John 1) 
o  “My Lord and My God”  (Doubting Thomas, John 20:28) 

• Jesus’ Claims   
o explicit (e.g., John 10:30) 
o implicit (Matthew 11:28; 12:6; Luke 17:16) 

• Jesus’ Actions . . . forgiveness (Mk.2); breaking sabbath (Mk 2,3); 
temple action (Mk.11) . . . the resurrection . . . 

 


