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THE GOD OF JUSTICE 

Deuteronomy 32:4  

-- “The LORD is the Rock, his works are perfect, and all his ways are just. A 

faithful God who does no wrong, upright and just is he” 
Psalm11:7  

-- The LORD is righteous, he loves justice 
Psalm 146:6-8  

-- The Maker of heaven and earth upholds the cause of the oppressed 

Isaiah 5:16  

-- The Lord Almighty will be exalted by his justice. 

Micah 6:8  

-- What does the Lord require of you . . .but to do justice, and love mercy, and 

walk humbly (in step with) with your God  

 

Luke 4:17, 18  
The scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found 

the place where it was written:  

"The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news 

to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of 

sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free.” 

Luke 11:42 
“But woe to you Pharisees! For you tithe mint and rue and herbs of all kinds, BUT 

you neglect justice and the love of God 

--it is these you ought to have practiced, without neglecting the others 
 

 
GOD’S LAWS FOR A JUST SOCIETY 

 

 
1.The LAW OF GLEANING –the Social Safety net 

Deuteronomy 24:19-21 
19When you reap your harvest in your field and forget a sheaf in the field, you 

shall not go back to get it; it shall be left for the alien, the orphan, and the widow,  

so that the Lord your God may bless you in all your undertakings.  

20When you beat your olive trees, do not strip what is left;  

it shall be for the alien, the orphan, and the widow. 

21When you gather the grapes of your vineyard,  

do not glean what is left; it shall be for the alien, the orphan, and the widow. 

 

 

2.The LAW OF THE SABBATH --Fair Labor Treatment 

Deuteronomy 5:12-15       (Commandment 5) 
12Observe the sabbath day and keep it holy, as the LORD your God commanded 

you. 13Six days you shall labor and do all your work. 14But the seventh day is a 

sabbath to the LORD your God;  
you shall not do any work—you, 

• or your son or your daughter,  

• or your male or female slave,  

• or your ox or your donkey, or any of your livestock,  

• or the resident alien in your towns,  

so that your male and female slave may rest as well as you.  

15Remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt, and the LORD your 

God brought you out from there with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm; 

therefore the LORD your God commanded you to keep the sabbath day. 

 

 

3. LAWS MINIMIZING PERVERSION OF JUSTICE 

a. Theft                         (Commandment 7) 

b. False Witness           (Commandment 8) 

Deuteronomy 19:14-21 
#1 --14You must not move your neighbor’s boundary marker, set up by former 

generations, on the property that will be allotted to you in the land that the Lord 

your God is giving you to possess. (Theft!) 

# 2 --15A single witness shall not suffice to convict a person of any crime or 

wrongdoing in connection with any offense that may be committed. (False 
Witness!).  

Only on the evidence of two or three witnesses shall a charge be sustained. 

 

The Seriousness of The Law Minimizing False Witness 

Deuteronomy 19:16-21 
16If a malicious witness comes forward to accuse someone of wrongdoing, 
a.17then both parties to the dispute shall appear before the LORD, before the 

priests and the judges who are in office in those days, 

b.18and the judges shall make a thorough inquiry.  

If the witness is a false witness, having testified falsely against another, 

19then you shall do to the false witness just as the false witness had meant to 

do to the other. So you shall purge the evil from your midst.  

20The rest shall hear and be afraid, and a crime such as this shall never again 

be committed among you.  

21Show no pity: life for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for 

foot.  (“Lex Talionis”). 
 

  



4. The LAW TO GIVE TIME FOR JUSTICE 

•For the Guilty! -- Cities of Refuge 

 

Deuteronomy 19:1-13 

(SO IMPORTANT THAT it is repeated in Deuteronomy 4, Numbers 35 and 

Joshua 20)(the version in Joshua 20) . . . 

 
2“Say to the Israelites, ‘Appoint the cities of refuge, of which I spoke to you 
through Moses  
3so that anyone who kills a person without intent or by mistake may flee 

there;  
they shall be for you a refuge from the avenger of blood.  
4The slayer shall flee to one of these cities and shall stand at the entrance of 

the gate of the city, andexplain the case to the elders of that city; then the 

fugitive shall be taken into the city, and given a place,and shall remain with 
them.  
5And if the avenger of blood is in pursuit, they shall not give up the slayer, 

because the neighbor was killed by mistake, there having been no enmity 
between them before.  

1.Kedeshin Galilee in the hill country of Naphtali,  

2.Shechemin the hill country of Ephraim,  
3.Kiriath-arba(Hebron) in the hill country of Judah.  

8And beyond the Jordan east of Jericho,  

1.Bezer, from the tribe of Reuben,  

2.Ramoth, from the tribe of Gad,  
3.Golanfrom the tribe of Manasseh. 

 

 
 

 


